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(57] ABSTRACT

A coordinate reading apparatus for inputting coordi-
nate data to a computer and operable in either a relative
coordinate mode or an absolute coordinate mode, the
apparatus including a tablet defining a coordinate sur-
face and a coordinate designator movable across the
surface so that signals are generated which are inversely
proportional to the distance between the designator and
the surface. In order to derive an indication of the posi-
tion of the designator relative to the surface, the gener-
ated signals are compared with a reference signal and an
output is produced only when the maximum generated
signal exceeds the reference signal. The value of the
reference signal is varied in dependence on which coor-
dinate mode is to be employed.
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